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right now, its still a case of hitting the dashboard button to get one of three
difficulty levels (see below), which all have their own set of survival mode-style
challenges. this is useful, because there are only a few in total, and i've played
through almost all of them already. it will be nice to revisit these later on, since
endurance can be a little repetitive, and it always gives a thrill when i find
something for the first time. it doesnt help that all of the locations have a relatively
small footprint - it's not like the early tomb raider games where you were just
wading through the jungle and catching a glimpse of some ruins every few minutes
- so exploration is much more of a crapshoot than it should be. i'm not sure i'd




recommend this to anyone, but if you're already a fan of the game and have been
going through it recently, endurance will be a refreshing change of pace. theres a
lot more to do than just sneak around and find things, and there are some
genuinely awesome moments along the way. all in all, its probably the best tomb
raider game yet, and that's enough to make me glad i gave it a try. i tend to doubt
the cheats will do much to satiate the thirst that longtime fans have for a good
tomb raider game, but it may add some measure of enjoyment to people who feel
like they need to squeeze a few more inches of replayability out of the game
before sun-setting it for good. endurance is not a very long game, so i don't want
to get into a big review-of-the-game kind of thing; i've already written a much
longer and more in-depth post on the subject. suffice to say that as far as i'm
concerned, one of the best things about the original tomb raider games is that
they introduced new environments and new ways of exploring them (which is not
necessarily to say they always made sense, but at least they were different).
having to climb a bunch of trees to find a hidden vase in rise of the tomb raider is
nothing new, but it's a bit of a letdown that endurance is little more than a run-of-
the-mill tomb raider number. (to be clear, i don't dislike endurance - i just don't
think it's really a tomb raider game, in the sense that i think tomb raider games
should be about more than climbing trees to find hidden vases).
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