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the "sudden roadblock" provision permits a traffic stop to be declared a "roadblock" if a police officer
enters a vehicle, or otherwise blocks access to a vehicle, and requests that the driver stop and

provide the information necessary for the officer to decide whether or not to issue a citation. the
"sudden roadblock" provision is similar to the "roadblock" or "sheriff's roadblock" provision that was

in effect for commercial vehicles prior to the enactment of the new law. the "backroad" provision
prohibits a police officer from directing a driver to enter a private road, driveway, cul-de-sac or other

private property by directing the driver to enter or exit a roadway or street that is not open to the
general public, and that does not have a sign directing the driver to enter or exit that private road,
driveway, cul-de-sac or other private property. under the new law, a police officer may not direct a
driver to pull off the roadway or exit the roadway except to perform an emergency operation. the

hearing officer is not authorized to decide whether the evidence is sufficient to support a charge that
the driver violated this provision. that determination is up to the district attorney's office. the new

law also provides that the police officer must record the result of the traffic stop, including the
issuance of a citation, and whether the officer issued a warning or, if not, whether the driver was

issued a citation. the new law contains provisions that are intended to prevent potential abuses. in
particular, the new law adds a provision to section 13a.38, indicating that the police officer must

record any confidential information that the officer obtains as a result of a traffic stop. in addition,
the new law requires the police officer to record the fact that a driver is asked to submit to a

chemical analysis if the officer requests that a driver submit to a chemical analysis. prior to the
enactment of the new law, all of the above requirements were contained in the "sudden roadblock"

statute.
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the texas department of transportation (txdot) launched an expansion project in may 2016 to
replace and upgrade 17,000 feet of conveyor belt at the h&m landing in beaumont, texas. the
project involved constructing a new conveyor, including a new 20-foot conveyor section, and

upgrading the existing 40-foot conveyor. the project was completed in july 2016, and involved
working during nighttime hours and handling hazardous materials at night. truck drivers needed to
transport hazardous materials to and from the site throughout the project. during the project, the

line was shut down twice and drivers were required to change their route each time. drivers also had
to work alternate routes to avoid the project site. today, the u.s. department of labor (dol) and the u.

department of transportation (dot) proposed a rule that would require motor carriers to provide
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electronic data to the government regarding driver hours of service. electronic data would be
collected for drivers, including the number of hours they drive, with the intent that the data be used

for regulatory purposes. the rule applies to carriers that transport passengers, cargo or both. the
hearing will be held in the hearings division and is conducted by an administrative law judge. an
administrative law judge is a neutral hearing officer with no connection to driver control, and is

selected from an available pool of attorneys within the department of public safety. the license will
be valid for six (6) months. the license will not be approved if the documentation does not indicate
that the driver is currently employed or has a valid driver license. if you have an outstanding ticket
or any other restraint action, you must contact driver control prior to renewal to ensure that your

license is current and valid. if driver control needs to contact you, you will need to contact the
hearings division at 303-205-5606. 5ec8ef588b
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